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Part of our education process for the Way Forward Committee has been to review how much of our 
Pendleton United Methodist Church Budget is currently paid to the United Methodist Church.   For 2023, 
Pendleton United Methodist Church budget was $416,331. Apportionments paid to the United 
Methodist Church are $36,527 and are included the category of Other Operating Expenses in the chart 
below.   
 
The total 2023 PUMC budget breaks down as follows: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The $36,527 in 2023 Apportionments for PUMC breakdown as follows as of 8-10-23: 
 

$23,537, Ministries, 5.7% $8,900, Outreach & 
Witness, 2.1%

$85,142, Church Staff , 
20.5%

$7,400, Clergy 
Reimbursement, 1.8%

$110,075, Pastor & Other 
Expense, 26.4%

$106,965, Trustees, 25.7%

$74,312, Other Operating 
Exp, 17.8%

PUMC 2023 Budget 
Total Budget $416,331
Apportionments $36,527



 
 
Below is the formula for calculating apportionments in South Carolina. 



 



 

 

The United Methodist Church’s global reach is made possible through these 7 funds: World 
Service Fund, Episcopal Fund, Ministerial Education Fund, Black College Funds, General 
Administration Fund, Africa University Fund and Interdenominational Cooperation Fund. 
 
 
 
Below is an excerpt from an article on United Methodist Church (UMC) Apportionments and how the 
resources given are spent.   This has been edited to temper the opinion of this article, but if you would 
like to read the article in its entirety you can click on this link. 
https://juicyecumenism.com/2023/01/07/united-methodist-apportionments/ 

 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-service-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-service-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/episcopal-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ministerial-education-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/black-college-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-administration-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-administration-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/africa-university-fund-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/interdenominational-cooperation-fund-ministry-article
https://juicyecumenism.com/2023/01/07/united-methodist-apportionments/


Congregations who disaffiliate from the UMC will be free, like their individual members, to donate to 

United Methodist seminaries, agencies, institutions, programs, or missionaries they value, such as 

through UMC designated-giving opportunities (or to non-UMC ministries doing similar work), as much or 

as little as they like. 

At the general-church level, the UMC has over a dozen permanent, denomination-wide boards, 

commissions, and agencies, whose existence often results in requiring further United Methodist 

apportionments to fund parallel regional structures. 

Below is how much U.S. congregations are being charged for seven distinct general-church United 

Methodist apportionment funds in 2023: 

1. The Ministerial Education Fund (MEF): $25.84 million (17.37% of all 2023 general-church 
apportionments) 

Primarily props up the denomination’s mostly liberal 13 official seminaries in the United States. As 

documented, these trainers of new ministers have been overwhelmingly critical of traditional biblical 

sexual-morality standards, have often promoted radical theology and far-left politics, and in several 

cases openly promote such non-Christian religions as Unitarian Universalism, neo-paganism, and Islam. 

2. The Episcopal Fund: $22.65 million (15.23%) 

Pays for bishops around the world. The current salary for U.S. bishops is $175,595, plus free housing and 

other generous benefits. This contrasts with the legendary self-sacrifice of the first Methodist bishop 

elected in America, Francis Asbury. 

3. The Interdenominational Cooperation Fund: $2.02 million (1.36%) 

Generously props up ecumenical councils, including the National Council of Churches (NCC) and World 

Council of Churches (WCC). As IRD/UMAction has extensively documented over the years, there has been 

little to no meaningful accountability when the NCC and WCC have used this money to promote 

theologically liberal or secular left-wing political causes. 

4. The Black College Fund: $10.31 million (6.93%) 

https://umcmission.org/about-the-advance/
https://www.gcfa.org/media/2934/2023-apportionment-by-conference-fund-revised-4-20-22.pdf
https://www.gcfa.org/media/2934/2023-apportionment-by-conference-fund-revised-4-20-22.pdf
https://www.umc.org/en/content/alumnae-profile-rev-dr-dottie-escobedo-frank-mef
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/09/14/united-methodist-seminaries/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/09/14/united-methodist-seminaries/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/episcopal-fund-faq
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/inflation-and-salaries
https://www.umc.org/en/content/interdenominational-cooperation-fund-faq
https://juicyecumenism.com/tag/national-council-of-churches/
https://juicyecumenism.com/tag/world-council-of-churches/
https://juicyecumenism.com/tag/world-council-of-churches/
https://www.gbhem.org/education-leaders/bcf-for-schools/


Helps fund 11 UMC-affiliated historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs). Supporting higher 

education opportunities, especially for members of historically oppressed communities, is valuable. 

However, “The Black College Fund does not offer scholarships.” 

Some may question if such broad grants are the best stewardship of church money, particularly 

given concerning wider trends of UMC-affiliated colleges and universities doing little to be 

distinguishably Christian. After all, the presidents of United Methodist colleges and universities are not 

necessarily required to be Christians of any sort. 

In January 2019, presidents of UMC-affiliated colleges and universities (presumably including at least 

several BCF school presidents), took a unanimous stance opposing traditional biblical values on marriage 

and sex, a stance such presidents have repeatedly expressed since 2006. Their 2019 statement further 

urged the UMC to change to similarly affirm “full inclusion in the life and ministry” (and implicitly, 

leadership) of the denomination of all persons regardless of “creed”! 

5. The Africa University Fund: $2.31 million (1.55%) 

Supports the UMC-affiliated Africa University in Zimbabwe. If the 40 active U.S. bishops agreed to reduce 

their salaries to “only” $115,000 (while keeping their housing and other benefits), the savings would be 

more than enough to cover this entire fund. 

6. The General Administration Fund (GAF): $9.08 million (6.11%) 

Per an official breakdown, last year some 89 percent of this money funded two general agencies—the  

General Council on Finance and Administration and the General Commission on Archives and History 

(more on them later)—and General Conference expenses. 

The rest of this fund pays for: 

• The Judicial Council, which has recently become very controversial for its erosion of basic 
constitutional, democratic checks and balances. It is a matter of public record that in recent 
years, the Judicial Council has abandoned its longstanding practices of timely decisions and 
transparent expectations about when cases will be decided, and has issued a series of rulings 
to establish major policy changes by consistently usurping legislative authority, always giving 
one faction of liberal U.S. bishops every significant change it wants. This has included the 
Council blatantly “legislating from the bench,” such as by actually inserting an entire new 

https://www.gbhem.org/education-leaders/bcf-for-schools/list-of-bcf-schools/
https://www.gbhem.org/education-leaders/bcf-for-schools/bcf-faq/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2019/08/13/muslim-chaplain-at-methodist-school/
https://religionnews.com/2019/01/10/methodist-university-presidents-call-on-denomination-to-amend-lgbtq-policies/
https://religionnews.com/2019/01/10/methodist-university-presidents-call-on-denomination-to-amend-lgbtq-policies/
https://religionnews.com/2019/01/10/methodist-university-presidents-call-on-denomination-to-amend-lgbtq-policies/
https://religionnews.com/2019/01/10/methodist-university-presidents-call-on-denomination-to-amend-lgbtq-policies/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190214185017/https:/www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/nascumc.presidents.jointstatement.pdf
http://www.africau.edu/history.html
https://www.gcfa.org/media/2751/__2022-general-admin-fund-apport-by-annual-conference.pdf
https://www.gcfa.org/media/2751/__2022-general-admin-fund-apport-by-annual-conference.pdf
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/08/29/bishops-redefine-united-methodist-polity/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/08/29/bishops-redefine-united-methodist-polity/


paragraph written by the Judicial Council into the Discipline (which only General Conference 
has the right to do) and by arbitrarily changing an explicitly inflexible date set by 
the Discipline from September 1 to January 1. Observers have been alarmed by the lack of 
accountability for Judicial Council members openly violating their own rules of judicial ethics 
against colluding with one side of a pending case (with liberal U.S. bishops, in the case in 
question). Its recent decision to prevent new elections for the 2024 General 
Conference dramatically preserved the power of U.S. liberals at the expense of Africans, 
which the Judicial Council accomplished by contradicting itself and disregarding plain words 
of the UMC’s supposedly governing Discipline. 

• The Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters, which has been criticized as an 
unnecessary, colonialist relic. This powerful committee also represents further disregard for 
constitutional checks and balances. Despite functioning as a General Conference legislative 
committee, most members of this powerful committee are appointed by the liberal-American-
dominated Council of Bishops. Despite functioning as a General Conference legislative 
committee, many of its members are bishops, with the same voting rights in committee as 
duly elected General Conference delegates. 

• Pension and salary aid for the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference. 
• A Contingency Reserve Fund, which “provides funding for unforeseen or emergency situations 

that fall within the scope of general administration.” 

7. The World Service Fund (WSF): $76.49 million (51.44%) 

By far the largest general fund, the WSF funds ten general agencies, with well over 400 staffers. Despite 

some downsizing in recent years, this bureaucracy remains massive. 

 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/08/29/bishops-redefine-united-methodist-polity/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/08/29/bishops-redefine-united-methodist-polity/
https://tomlambrecht.goodnewsmag.org/an-incoherent-judicial-council-decision/
https://tomlambrecht.goodnewsmag.org/an-incoherent-judicial-council-decision/
https://www.gcfa.org/media/1243/2017-2020_financial_committment_book_final_071316_02.pdf
https://www.gcfa.org/media/1243/2017-2020_financial_committment_book_final_071316_02.pdf
https://www.gcfa.org/media/2752/__2022-world-service-fund-apport-by-annual-conference.pdf

